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(j) Authorization for foreign travel 
and for attendance at foreign and 
international meetings, including 
those held in the United States. 

(k) Approval of all appointments, 
promotions, and reassignments of em-
ployees to foreign countries. 

(l) Approval of program budgets. 
(m) Authority to determine the cir-

cumstances under which commuted 
traveltime allowances may be paid to 
employees performing inspections and 
necessary auxiliary services after nor-
mal working hours or on holidays, 
when these services come within the 
scope of the Act of August 28, 1950 (7 
U.S.C. 2260). 

§ 371.14 Availability of information 
and records. 

Any person desiring information or 
to comment on the programs and func-
tions of the agency should address cor-
respondence to the appropriate Deputy 
Administrator or Director, APHIS, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Wash-
ington, DC 20250. The availability of in-
formation and records of the agency is 
governed by the rules and regulations 
in part 370 of this chapter. 

PART 372—NATIONAL ENVIRON-
MENTAL POLICY ACT IMPLE-
MENTING PROCEDURES 

Sec. 
372.1 Purpose. 
372.2 Designation of responsible APHIS offi-

cial. 
372.3 Information and assistance. 
372.4 Definitions. 
372.5 Classification of actions. 
372.6 Early planning for applicants and non- 

APHIS entities. 
372.7 Consultation. 
372.8 Major planning and decision points 

and public involvement. 
372.9 Processing and use of environmental 

documents. 
372.10 Supplementing environmental impact 

statements. 

AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.; 40 CFR 
1500–1508; 7 CFR 1b, 2.22, 2.80, and 371.9. 

SOURCE: 60 FR 6002, Feb. 1, 1995, unless oth-
erwise noted. 

§ 372.1 Purpose. 
These procedures implement section 

102(2) of the National Environmental 
Policy Act by assuring early and ade-

quate consideration of environmental 
factors in Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service planning and decision-
making and by promoting the effec-
tive, efficient integration of all rel-
evant environmental requirements 
under the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act. The goal of timely, relevant 
environmental analysis will be secured 
principally by adhering to the National 
Environmental Policy Act imple-
menting regulations (40 CFR parts 
1500–1508), especially provisions per-
taining to timing (§ 1502.5), integration 
(§ 1502.25), and scope of analysis 
(§ 1508.25). 

§ 372.2 Designation of responsible 
APHIS official. 

The Administrator of APHIS, or an 
agency official to whom the Adminis-
trator may formally delegate the task, 
is responsible for overall review of 
APHIS’ NEPA compliance. 

§ 372.3 Information and assistance. 

Information, including the status of 
studies, and the availability of ref-
erence materials, as well as the infor-
mal interpretations of APHIS’ NEPA 
procedures and other forms of assist-
ance, will be made available upon re-
quest to Environmental Analysis and 
Documentation, Biotechnology, Bio-
logics, and Environmental Protection, 
APHIS, USDA, P.O. Drawer 810, River-
dale MD 20738, (301) 436–8565 (Hyatts-
ville) or (301) 734–8565 (Riverdale). 

§ 372.4 Definitions. 

The terminology set forth in the 
Council on Environmental Quality’s 
(CEQ) implementing regulations at 40 
CFR part 1508 is incorporated herein. 
In addition, the following terms, as 
used in these procedures, are defined as 
follows: 

APHIS. The Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS). 

Decisionmaker. The agency official re-
sponsible for executing findings of no 
significant impact in the environ-
mental assessment process and the 
record of decision in the environmental 
impact statement process. 

Department. The United States De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA). 
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Environmental unit. Environmental 
Analysis and Documentation, the ana-
lytical unit in Biotechnology, Bio-
logics, and Environmental Protection 
responsible for coordinating APHIS’ 
compliance with the National Environ-
mental Policy Act and other environ-
mental laws and regulations. 

§ 372.5 Classification of actions. 
(a) Actions normally requiring environ-

mental impact statements. This class of 
policymakings and rulemakings seeks 
to establish programmatic approaches 
to animal and plant health issues. Ac-
tions in this class typically involve the 
agency, an entire program, or a sub-
stantial program component and are 
characterized by their broad scope 
(often global or nationwide) and poten-
tial effect (impacting a wide range of 
environmental quality values or indi-
cators, whether or not affected individ-
uals or systems may be completely 
identified at the time). Ordinarily, new 
or untried methodologies, strategies, 
or techniques to deal with pervasive 
threats to animal and plant health are 
the subjects of this class of actions. Al-
ternative means of dealing with those 
threats usually have not been well de-
veloped. Actions in this class include: 

(1) Formulation of contingent re-
sponse strategies to combat future 
widespread outbreaks of animal and 
plant diseases; and 

(2) Adoption of strategic or other 
long-range plans that purport to adopt 
for future program application a pre-
ferred course of action. 

(b) Actions normally requiring environ-
mental assessments but not necessarily en-
vironmental impact statements. This class 
of APHIS actions may involve the 
agency as a whole or an entire pro-
gram, but generally is related to a 
more discrete program component and 
is characterized by its limited scope 
(particular sites, species, or activities) 
and potential effect (impacting rel-
atively few environmental values or 
systems). Individuals and systems that 
may be affected can be identified. 
Methodologies, strategies, and tech-
niques employed to deal with the issues 
at hand are seldom new or untested. 
Alternative means of dealing with 
those issues are well established. Miti-
gation measures are generally avail-

able and have been successfully em-
ployed. Actions in this class include: 

(1) Policymakings and rulemakings 
that seek to remedy specific animal 
and plant health risks or that may af-
fect opportunities on the part of the 
public to influence agency environ-
mental planning and decisionmaking. 
Examples of this category of actions 
include: 

(i) Development of program plans 
that seek to adopt strategies, methods, 
and techniques as the means of dealing 
with particular animal and plant 
health risks that may arise in the fu-
ture; 

(ii) Implementation of program plans 
at the site-specific, action level, except 
for actions that are categorically ex-
cluded, as provided in paragraph (c) of 
this section. 

(2) Planning, design, construction, or 
acquisition of new facilities, or pro-
posals for modifications to existing fa-
cilities. 

(3) Disposition of waste and other 
hazardous or toxic materials at labora-
tories and other APHIS facilities, ex-
cept for actions that are categorically 
excluded, as provided in paragraph (c) 
of this section. 

(4) Approvals and issuance of permits 
for proposals involving genetically en-
gineered or nonindigenous species, ex-
cept for actions that are categorically 
excluded, as provided in paragraph (c) 
of this section. 

(5) Research or testing that: 
(i) Will be conducted outside of a lab-

oratory or other containment area 
(field trials, for example); or 

(ii) Reaches a stage of development 
(e.g., formulation of premarketing 
strategies) that forecasts an irretriev-
able commitment to the resulting 
products or technology. 

(c) Categorically excluded actions. This 
class of APHIS actions shares many of 
the same characteristics—particularly 
in terms of the extent of program in-
volvement, as well as the scope, effect 
of, and the availability of alternatives 
to proposed actions—as the class of ac-
tions that normally requires environ-
mental assessments but not necessarily 
environmental impact statements. The 
major difference is that the means 
through which adverse environmental 
impacts may be avoided or minimized 
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